The Oldest House in Berlin 


979 Deming Road - originally Wethersfield Road 
1669/1670 
John Beckley and Hannah Deming 


saltbox 


1934 WPA Census of Old Buildings in Connecticut Survey at the Connecticut State Library Digital 
Collection. Slide # Rocky Hill historic building 001 
1670: West Rocky Hill, northside of road, near Berlin line. No photo. 
Claimed by John Beckley. Current owner: N.C. Nielson. Wood saltbox with leanto. Central 
brick chimney. Two stories and a half. 5 window front; new 2/2 sash; 1 window either side of 
door. Overhang: Heavy at second story; modern mouldings on leanto. All old features hidden 
or destroyed. Interior: Changed long ago and almost all vestiges of old work was removed in 
1928. The only original feature is the old chimney. The rafters, fenestration and the plain, heavy 
details seem early but the paneling in the cupboard does not. A small eighteenth century 
cupboard is in the northeast corner of the west room. A smaller cupboard is in the same room. 
Summer beams run parallel to the house. Was once the Alonzo Goodrich house. It was claimed 
by John Beckley, but Stevens, who resides across the road, thinks he was not the original owner. 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 
1670 John Beckley current owner John Neilson - Cold Springs Farm 
Wethersfield Road, Beckley 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 170 
1730 Richard Beckley 979 Wethersfield Road current owner: Thomas Nielson 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. Sketch 
1670 current owner: Steven Bengston 


Genealogy 
John Beckley 1642-1696 was the son of Sgt. Richard Beckley. Richard Beckley 
and family were the first colonial settlers in what would become Berlin. In 


1677 John married Hannah Deming 1643-1712, the daughter of John Deming 
and Honour Treat. John and Hannah had 5 children: Hannah, Abigail, Richard, Deborah, and Catherine. 


Note Wethersfield Road became a dead end road and the part that was Route 160 was incorporated 
into Deming Road. 
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OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Beckley House has a three-bay facade with a central entry under a 
20th-century porch on square brick piers. The first floor is covered 
with a recent brick veneer, the second with recent wood shingles. Hewn 
overhangs are still visible at the second and attic stories. Most sash 
is 2-over-2, but some old 6-over-6 sash survives in the attic story. 

The boxed roof cornice shows no return. A modern garage addition extends 


to the right. 


Historically, the Beckley House is significant for its association with 
the locally prominent Beckley family (the northeastern section of Berlin 
was known as "Beckley" until well into the 20th century) and as one of 
Berlin's oldest extant houses. Sergeant Richard Beckley of Hartford 
purchased 300 acres from the Indians in 1660, a year before Jonathan 
Gilbert received the grant that was to become the Christian Lane set- 
tlement. For many years, this was thought to be the original house 
built by Richard Beckley, but there is considerable evidence that it is 
probably a later house built by Abraham Beckley, the settler's great- 
grandson. Abraham (1702-84) owned two houses in his lifetime and this 
house was the first. It was sold in Aaron Porter in 1778, and the title 
can be traced from Porter to the currént owners. The second, in which 
he lived at the time of his death, was left to him by his brother 
Nathaniel; it no longer stands. Nathaniel's will, leaving it to Abraham, 
referred to it as the "old homestead," and required that (continued) 


Berlin Bicentennial Papers, Berlin Historical Society. 
Elmer Keith, "The Beckley House," Colonial Dames Report, 1935, 
Connecticut State Library, Hartford. 


Beckley House 


19. (continued): 


Abraham move into it to take care of their aged mother. The house standin 
today seems quite clearly to be the house sold to Aaron Porter in 1778, 
and it also seems clear that it is not the old house left to Abraham 

by Nathaniel. In all likelihood, the extant house was built by Abraham 
Beckley sometime after he gained his majority in 1723. ‘ 


Architecturally, the Beckley House is significant as a rare surviving 
example of an 18th-century central chimney house. An adaptation of 
traditional English building techniques to a harsh climate rich in 
stone, timber, and firewood, the central chimney house was the pre- 
dominant domestic building type in 18th-century New England. The large 
central chimney, generally constructed of stone below the roofline, 
functioned as an enormous thermal mass. Once warmed, its tons of rock 
could store and release heat for hours. It remained popular in 
relatively isolated areas such as Berlin until about 1800. Like many 
of the earliest central chimney houses, the Beckley House has undergone 
extensive alterations. Even though scant exterior fabric is old, the 
interior still shows an exposed hewn-timber frame and large stone 
chimney. Other features that reflect its 18th-century origins are the 
symmetrical three-bay facade and hewn overhangs. 
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Street Index 


Utilities Sewer,Well 
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Additional Info 


Primary Construction Details 


Clapboard 
Full Bathrooms Exterior Walls 2 Brick/Masonry 


Plaster/Drywal 


Forced Air-Duc 


Building Condition Kitchen Style 


Interior Floors 2 Fin Basement Area 


Total Rooms 6 Fin Basement Class 


